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WELCOMING OUR NEW STUDENTS 
 
IMA STUDENTS BIRTHDAYS IN AUGUST 
 
Aryan Ihsan, Jonathan Thompson, Jeffrey Su, Nicole Huang, Kristin 
Zerczi, Ava Ford, Melaney Peter, Mavrik Sun, James Li, Arthur Tea, 
Esther Fang, Ramsey Kilani, Matthew Shum, Ishaan Randhawa, 
Vithushan Jeyanthakumar, Angelique Erry, Jacky Chi, Jonathan 
Wang, Ria Karagiorgos, Jamie Cheung, Kishan Bilimoria, Nicole Xie, 
Francesco Caruso, Lucas Ghandour, Kyle Wang, Shiv Mehta, Ella 
Nash, Ryan Lam, Rachel James, Louis Chan, Gerhild Somahh, 
Samantha Thaneshshan 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY! 
 
 
IMPORTANT DAYS IN AUGUST 
 
August 10-28. Royal Conservatory of Music online examinations. 
 
NEWS 
 
RCM EXAMINATIONS RESULTS (June session) 

 
The Royal Conservatory of Music June session 
examination results have been announced. 
Congratulations to the IMA students who 
took the opportunity to present their 
programs online, for a first time in the history 

of the Royal Conservatory of Music. 
 

Student name Subject, level Mark Teacher 
Jason Chen Level 10 

Piano 
8
8 

Ms. Antonia De Wolfe 

Ethan Wong Level 2 Piano 8
6 

Ms. Lili Imastounian 

Jemma Giordano Prep A Piano 8
4 

Ms. Dianne Hughes 

James Au Level 4 Piano 8
4 

Ms. Marina Grigorian 

Rohin Furchner Level 2 Piano 7
8 

Ms. Marina Grigorian 

Henry Zheng Level 3 Piano 7
8 

Ms. Marina Grigorian 

Savannah 
Dunberry 

Level 8 Piano 7
4 

Ms. Marina Grigoryan 

Esther Fang Level 7 Piano 7
2 

Ms. Lili Imastounian 

 
 
 
 
GET 3 FREE LESSONS WITH THE PURCHASE OF A PIANO 
 
If you are ready to purchase a high quality pre-own piano 
through one of the IMA partners, 3 of your lessons at the IMA 
will be free.  Call our Office or e-mail 
Office@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca for more information. 
Pre-own piano is a great investment that comes at an attractive 
price, with a free tuning and delivery. 
 
GET A $30 CREDIT ON YOUR NEXT MONTH TUITION 
 
We have been very pleased with the continued success of our 
students. They have improved a great deal and we share their 
excitement with their families, friends, neighbors, and 
schoolmates. We appreciate your interest towards our programs 
and services. We are always very happy to welcome new 
students of all ages, levels, and instruments to the iMA. Please 
tell your friends about your experience with the International 
Music Academy.  
 
Do you know someone who is thinking of taking music lessons or 
who has children who may be interested in getting their hands 
on a musical instrument or singing? Do you know a teenager 
who needs a high school OAC credit? Do you know an adult who 
has wanted for a long time to learn how to play a musical 
instrument but has never had the time or inclination? Please tell 
them about the IMA. 
 
As an appreciation for your referral, we will give you a $30 credit 
for each new student who registers at the International Music 
Academy as a result of your referral.  
 
PERSONALIZED IMA GIFT CARD 
 

The IMA offers personalized Gift 
Cards that could be used as 
thoughtful birthday, holiday, 
bar/bat Mitzvah, graduation gift 
or for any other occasions as 
well as to encourage someone 
to start learning a musical 
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instrument or singing. The card can be used for any products or 
services.  
 
The gift card is available for any amount. As cards are 
personalized with the name of the person who will receive it as 
well as with the name of the person who purchase it, requests 
have to be made 1 day in advance. Cards can be ordered in 
person, by phone at 905.489.4620 or by e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca. At the time the card is 
ordered, a non-refundable $5 deposit is required. The full value 
of the card is paid upon pick-up (and the deposit is credited 
towards the purchase price). Payments can be made by any 
major credit card, cheque or cash as well as through the 
accounts of the IMA Clients. 
 
 
FOLLOW US ON   
 
Stay in touch and follow the IMA latest news on Facebook. Visit 
https://www.facebook.com/International-Music-Academy-
1944567629154903 and become a friend of the International 
Music Academy. 
 
COMPOSERS’ ANNIVERSARIES IN AUGUST 
 
2/08/1945 Mascagni died 
8/08/1975 Shostakovich died 
09/08/1919 Leoncavallo died 
10/08/1928 Janacek died 
12/08/1992 John Cage died 
13/08/1912 Massenet died 
22/08/1928 Stockhausen was born 
22/08/1862 Debussy was born 
25/08/1918 Bernstein was born 
26/08/1958 Vaughan Williams died 
28/08/1959 Martinu died 
 

Where you born or do you know someone who was born on the 
same day as these famous composers? Drop us e-mail at 
info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca to let us know. 
 
 
FEATURED TEACHER OF THE MONTH 

 
Dianne Hughes, B.A. 
Piano studies, Music Theory 
 
Ms. Dianne Hughes has earned a 
bachelor in arts degree from York 
University and an ARCT from the Royal 
Conservatory of Music. She has also 
studied with Margaret Fabrizio at 
Stanford University, California. Since 

1976, se has taught piano and theory to students from all ages 
and various backgrounds. In addition, Ms. Hughes plays 
harpsichord, recorder, and cello, provides piano 

 

accompaniment for RCM examinations and is the author of 18 
pieces for piano. 
 

 
Ms. Hughes was happy to answer a few questions for our 
students and parents:  

 
1. What do you like most about teaching? I love introducing 
students to music that is new to them, or a work they always 
wanted to experience. There is something so rewarding about 
seeing the satisfaction students feel sharing with friends and 
family their growing repertoire and performing with 
excellence. 
 
2. How do you inspire students to practice more? One of the 
challenges to all teachers is keeping aliveness and newness 
during periods of steady practice.  Sometimes it is creating a 
small project, whether 2 of the most difficult bars or lines 
noting it's a busy week for you, but what if the hardest line is 
now easy?  Keeping cheerful and enthusiastic also goes a long 
way with the youngest. 
 
3. What roles does performance play in student’s 
development? Performance is a key to experiencing a fuller 
level of interacting with others, perfecting skills, and 
preparing for other goals, such as an exam. 

 
4. Who are your favourite composers? There are so many 
wonderful composers...J.S.Bach, Brahms, Beethoven, Mozart, 
Scriabin, Prokofiev, Hindemith. 
 
5. What was the last piece of music (sheet music or a 
recording) you purchased for yourself? The last piece of 
sheet music bought, was in spring....I had played keyboard 
with my brother and sister in law on violins doing some sight 
reading.   I simply had to have my own score too. Arcangelo 
Corelli, Sonata da chiesa, Op. 1, No.10 
 

 
FEATURED STUDENT OF THE MONTH  
 
Elizabeth Dranitsaris 

 
• What instrument do you play?  I play violin, piano, oboe and 
I sing. 

• How long have you taken lessons?  I have taken violin 
lessons for 3 years now and piano lessons since this March.  

• Who are your favourite musical artists?  Some of my 
favourite musical artists are Shostakovich, Tchaikovsky, Aretha 
Franklin, The Beatles, Queen and Mozart.  

• What are your other hobbies, besides music?  My other 
hobbies are reading, biking, camping and watching tv.  



• Favourite food? My favourite food is either bagel and cream 
cheese or butter chicken.   

• What is the coolest thing you’ve learnt in your lessons in the 
past three months?  For violin the coolest thing I’ve learned or 
at least improved on is playing double stops. For piano I think 
it’s my vastly improved sight-reading abilities.  

• Do you have any performance coming up? Sadly no, but as 
things start opening up I hope soon there will be.  

E-mail to info@InternationalMusicAcademy.ca a photo of yourself 
(or your child) together with the answers of the questions above. 
The deadline for submissions is the 15th of every month. We will 
feature you in one of the next issues of the newsletter. 
 
FEATURED ARTICLE 

 
 
How one B.C. venue is blazing the trail 

for a return to live music 
Alex Cuba, playing Sidney's Mary Winspear Centre for 4 nights, 

among first acts to return to a large venue 

By David Friend · CBC News · August 04, 2020 

 
Alex Cuba is in a file photo from 2012. 'If we were going to just 
crawl into a wall and become fearful, nothing will ever happen. I 
want to give my best and I want to make an effort to let people 
know that, yeah, there is hope,' he said of his upcoming four-
night stand at the Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney, B.C.  

Alex Cuba wasn't planning to be a trailblazer for the future of 
Canada's live music scene, but his upcoming concerts may serve 
as a blueprint for the road ahead amid the pandemic. 

The Latin Grammy Award-winning artist is booked to play four 
nights at the Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney, B.C., starting on 
Thursday. He'll be among the first acts to return to the stage at 
the venue, or any other space of its size in the country. 

"Somebody has to take this step," the Canadian-Cuban musician 
said ahead of the shows. 

"If we were going to just crawl into a wall and become fearful, 
nothing will ever happen. I want to give my best and I want to 
make an effort to let people know that, yeah, there is hope." 

Nearly five months into a nationwide shutdown that crippled the 
country's independent music scene, a growing number of bars 
and restaurants are welcoming back musicians under 
coronavirus-related precautions. 

But without a vaccine in sight, uncertainty lingers everywhere. 

Huge arena concerts won't be possible until at least next year, 
which means an evening of live music will look quite different 
under strict distancing measures. And while outdoor 
performances at drive-ins and garden parties were all the rage 
this summer, the cooler weather ahead is pushing some venues 
to consider ways to safely provide live entertainment indoors. 

 
The Mary Winspear Centre in Sidney, north of Victoria, has 
reopened with limited seating. Its largest venue can normally 
hold 900 people but it now caps ticket sales at 50 people a 
night. (Mary Winspear Centre/Facebook) 

Brad Edgett, executive director of the Mary Winspear Centre, is 
among those hopeful his venue will help write the playbook for 
the live music community. He booked Cuba as only the second 
artist during the pandemic to play the conference centre and 
theatre, which fit 900 people in its largest hall before the virus 
limited capacity to 50. 

Before him, Vancouver country performer Aaron Pritchett 
stepped onto the stage for a series of four small shows in mid-
July. 

Ticket holder questionnaire 

Preparations for each concert start roughly a week before the 
show when Edgett's staff begin making calls to ticket holders 
with a list of COVID-19 questions: 

Have you recently travelled outside the country? Been in contact 
with anyone who's sick? Are you coming with your partner? Do 
you live in the same household? 

With those answers, they group everyone at tables by their social 
bubble, not unlike they would for a wedding. 

Inside the venue, snacks and drinks are available for purchase 
through a server, and instead of a table with the artist's 
merchandise, fans can pre-order shirts and albums through a 
digital platform and have them delivered to their seat. 

Pritchett's concerts went off without a hitch, Edgett said, even if 
some concertgoers found themselves slipping into old habits. 



"By the fourth night, the crowd was a little bit more 
energetic," he said. 

"We had to make sure they were still staying in their seats, and 
their little bubbles we'd given them, and not to get on the dance 
floor." 

 
Aaron Pritchett is seen on the red carpet at the 2017 Junos in 
Ottawa. The country star played four nights at the Mary 
Winspear Centre in mid-July. (Justin Tang/The Canadian Press) 

Hopes for a co-operative touring circuit 

It's not only the fans who have had to adapt. In Cuba's case, 
playing to a significantly smaller audience comes with a pay cut. 

In "normal times," he would have performed one night at the 
venue, possibly two if ticket sales were brisk, Cuba said. 

But during the pandemic he's struck an agreement with the Mary 
Winspear Centre to play four nights for the payment of one. He's 
also playing without his backing band, because a solo 
performance is the only way the arrangement makes financial 
sense.  

Edgett said he's found most musicians are willing to compromise 
if it means bringing their music back to the masses, even if 
they're entertaining a crowd that's a fraction of their usual size. 

"I've been able to get them to agree on a price where the artist is 
making some money and I am basically breaking even or making 
a little bit of money," he said. Agreements like these could 
present new opportunities with other B.C.-area venues, Edgett 
said. He imagines a model where organizers work together with 
performers to book multiple venues around the province, 
effectively creating a small, co-operative touring circuit. 

"It provides the artists with more opportunity for revenue and it 
certainly makes the arts and culture thrive in British Columbia in 
a unique time," he said. "There are clubs that could change their 
format and build off of something like this." 

The Mary Winspear Centre is booked for shows nearly every 
week into the middle of November, and Edgett plans to turn his 
attention to the Christmas season in the coming weeks. He 
estimates more than 40 nights will be filled with live music 
before the end of this year. "We're happy to take the lead and 
try to educate all the venues on how we can make this work, 
because it's in our interest and in the artists' interest ... to work 

collaboratively," he said. "We don't want this industry to fold. 
We need this industry to thrive." 

 
To comment on this story or anything else you have read in the 
Newsletter, head over to the IMA Facebook page or message us on 
Twitter. 



 
 

 

 

International Music Academy 

GIFT CERTIFICATE 
for new students only 

1 offer per family 

ONE FREE LESSON 
Call the IMA Office at 

905.489.4620 (Markham) or 
905.640.6363 (Stouffville) 

to schedule your first lesson. 
Once scheduled, the lesson cannot be rescheduled. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. No refunds, no exchanges. 

 

 Music is sooooooooo beautiful! 

 
Register for lessons by 

August 15, 2020 and receive 

$50 off 
New students only. 1 offer per family 

Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
 

REFER A NEW STUDENT and 
GET ONE FREE LESSON! 

 
When you refer a new student to the IMA, who 
registers for lesson, you will get one free lesson for 
every new student. So, if you refer the IMA to 2 new 
students, we will give you 2 free lessons; for 3 new 
students – 3 free lessons etc. Fill in the coupon 
below and leave it with the IMA Office 
administrator.  
 
Your name: ______________________________ 
 
Name of the new student: __________________ 
 

You can print or photocopy this coupon as many times as you need. 
Cannot be combined with any other offer. 


